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Taoiseach Micheál Martin TD, Reference: DOT-TM-14827-2022 
Minister for Education, Norma Foley TD, Reference: DES-CU-04237-2022 
Minister for Justice, Helen McEntee TD, Reference: DJE-MO-10586-2022 
  
RE: An Interim Independent Panel of Survivors / Experts 
  
Friday,16 December 2022 
  
  
Dear Minister Foley, 
  
I was hoping to receive acknowledgement and comment on my further email concerning 
the establishment of an ‘Interim Independent Panel of Survivors & Experts’ to urgently get 
going on the preparation and process of an inquiry, and to focus survivor voice and purpose 
at a time when you are clearly considering the issues involving a survivor-led inquiry 
announced by Tánaiste, Mr Leo Varadkar TD who stressed “getting the form of the inquiry 
right is very important” - https://bit.ly/3V1oOb4 - whilst An Taoiseach, Mr Micheál Martin 
TD suggested that an inquiry “might be the most effective” where it is “time-limited”, 
- https://bit.ly/3Or39a1. 
  
Consolidating the expert support, which such a survivor-led initiative will require, is 
underway and will be an essential part in ‘getting it right’ whilst also seeking ‘an effective 
type’ of inquiry agreed by survivors. 
  
Lessons much be learnt from the sort of inquiries which survivors clearly will not want, 
where the gathering of information or evidence is far too ‘adversarial’ and ‘abusive’ as 
noted in the article by Professor Patricia Lundy who is a member of the expanding ‘Interim 
Independent Panel of Survivors & Experts’. In her article, “"I Just Want Justice": The Impact 
of Historical Institutional Child-Abuse Inquiries from the Survivor's Perspective” 
- https://bit.ly/3Pwc2j9 - we are forewarned of procedures and frameworks that clearly did 
not address survivors appropriately and was to be a cause of hideous levels of abuse which 
would certainly have been avoided had survivors indeed led such inquiries.  
  
The Irish State on this occasion will have to deal with a far more articulate and able group of 
survivors who wish to work with government from the get-go. This is simply not 
happening. The failure to encourage survivors, who clearly wish to participate in any 
suggestion of forming and calling an inquiry, becomes apparent where a request for sharing 
contact details with contributing survivors, to know there are other likeminded survivors 
who wish to ensure that the very process of defining and designing any inquiry type is for 
them to consider amongst fellow survivors. It was long held in the past that a divide and 
confuddle strategy was used to win control of a process which in the end never served 
survivors. Let there be no ground given to think that might be the case now. Work with us 
from the get-go, as I am with considerable support, to ensure the safety and respect of 
survivors is assured through all initial phases in the defining and designing of any inquiry. 
  
It will and does not look well for the Irish State to block or impede survivors coming 
together to achieve their objectives through unity of voice and unity of purpose. There is 
clearly no transparency in the process where any Department consultation with survivors 
does not confer speakers rights for survivors on the Department following any such 
individual consultations lacking transparency. As mentioned before there is a world of 
difference between a survivor-led inquiry and a survivor-consulted inquiry where such 
consultations are not known by a survivor collective who clearly wish to work and share 
together and be spared the serious grief of any divide and confuddle strategy, or indeed 
perception of it. 
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I have been busy again today in seeking a way around the government’s impasse and 
failure to permit the sharing of survivor contact details with each other so we might be able 
to speak with unity of voice in unity of purpose.  
  
Facebook Group - One Voice 
  
I have initialised an online Facebook forum ‘One Voice’ and will be consulting with other 
school survivors to establish how best to ensure that the interests of survivors of school 
child sexual abuse can co-operate, consult and consider what survivors need and want, how 
they might like to be represented through an ‘Interim Independent Panel of Survivors & 
Experts’, and what type of human friendly and psychologically safe inquiry they would like 
to advocate where justice is delivered in any process, as much as it is in its intended 
outcomes or goals. 
  
Website ‘One Voice’ - www.onevoice.ie 
  
Today, I have also initialised an online domain for ‘One Voice’ at www.onevoice.ie where 
survivors of child sexual abuse in schools in Ireland can get in contact directly 
through info@onevoice.ie.  
  
Twitter Group ‘One Voice’ - @OneVoiceUnity 
  
Today, I have initialised an online Twitter account ‘One Voice’ - @OneVoiceUnity – which 
will seek to promote a similar call for justice in support of an ‘Interim Independent Panel 
of Survivors & Experts’. 
  
I am sure there are other means to broadcast the need to ensure that survivors of child 
sexual abuse in schools in Ireland might safely come forward to make their opinions known 
and to play an active part in shaping their pathway to justice in defining and designing a 
proper and safe means of being heard, taking ownership and being part of the way justice 
can be delivered and ought to be delivered in stark contrast to those employed in the past in 
which they had little or no say. 
  
Survivor-led must mean survivor-led if the process can be relied upon by survivors. 
  
I would still like to think that the government would promise to promote the contact details 
of the above three ways of making contact with fellow survivors supporting an ‘Interim 
Independent Panel of Survivors & Experts’ so that there is a unity of voice and unity of 
purpose which can deliver on what survivors need and want when talking of justice to the 
Department of Education and Skills. 
  
Looking forward to your response and cooperation in a positive way forward in this most 
difficult and distressing space.  
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Administrator One Voice 
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